
Dear

We would formally like you to present ideas for the project attached.

If you have any questions please call Rachel Bown on                   
or mobile 

Your earliest response is appreciated.

With best regards,

Rachel Bown
BG

9th January 2012

BG
Rachel Bown

High Wycombe



Section 1: What this is
Section 2: The opportunity
Section 3: The brief
Section 4: Your fee & timelines
Section 5: Legal
Section 6: About BG

Section 1: What this is

A fee-paying pitch (see envelope enclosed) for the best UK based designs 
possible for the brief in section 3. 

What we would like to see:

i)  Initial designs, for the brief in section 3, in your preferred format (model, 
sketch, digital visualization). These are in no way binding (see section 5) 
but should be highly conceptual interpretatations of the brief. 

ii)  Rough timelines and project management proposals.

iii)  Any proposals for working with partners and your relationship with 
them.

iv)  Costs for the consultation phase, the design phase, and overseeing the 
build phase. Plus any necessary maintenance work required on an annual 
basis.

v)  Short biogs of key people involved.

vi)  Short case studies of similar work undertaken. In particular, those 
entailing successful negotiations on convention challenging work with 
planning bodies.

Each section above is allocated unique points and weighting. These can be 
made available to you on request.
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Section 2: The opportunity

We believe the brief (section 3) has the potential to increase not only 
annual revenue but also positive international brand awareness for the 
successful architects.

As BG, we inhabit a very positive mind-space and have increasingly large 
brand presence in a growing market (40,000 in the UK alone, growing at a 
UK rate of 110 people every day. Global audience increased by 1.24 million in 
2008). 

Our brand attributes are; visionary, positivity, optimism and fun. 

You have been chosen as you match one if not all of them. 
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Section 3: The brief

The project is to construct a 40ft banana giraffe at a residential property in 
Holmer Green, Buckinghamshire.

No information can be given as to what a banana giraffe is. This is a 
conceptual challenge and should be met creatively.

Local planning regulations have been checked and no section can be found 
containing guidance for constructing 40ft banana giraffes. We take this as 
positive news though it may be wise to expect heavy resistance.

Should you accept this challenge more information can be made available 
from Rachel@bananagiraffes.com 
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Section 4: Your fee & timelines

There are no restrictions on budget.

The amount chargeable by yourselves should be set by yourselves.

All money made by yourselves should be donated directly to the registered 
charity; Beating Bowel minus any costs for sandwiches (restricted to £50 
total).

The £50 sandwich fee should be paid directly to my mother for any 
sandwiches she makes for yourselves in the course of the project. 

She makes great sandwiches from quality ingredients. 

Sandwiches made by my mother will be charged at cost to yourselves. 

This section on sandwiches is not intended to be a distraction from any 
other information in this section and you should pay little attention to it.

Timelines are good, we like them very much, they should be coloured in the 
bananagiraffes brand yellow.
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Section 5: Legal

Being of an optimistic and trusting nature we cannot forsee any legal 
problems at all so have left this bit blank.

The only problems we could possibly see would be about the sandwiches 
bit in section 4. 

If you want us to leave that bit out then we can.
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Section 6: About BG

Hello.

My name is Rachel Bown, thanks for reading this far.

I’m 45, got diagnosed with bowel cancer last year and am currently in the 
midst of chemotherapy.

To keep myself from going completely stir crazy I’ve set myself a few 
challenges to raise awareness and as much money as I can for the Beating 
Bowel Cancer charity. (The stats in section 2 are real figures of a cancer 
that could do with more awareness and early diagnosis & treatment.)

My first challenge was more on a personal level; performing a piano recital 
at the Churchill Hospital in Oxford. It went well, raised a bit of money and 
was covered by the BBC locally.

This challenge is a different one but one that has the chance for greater 
publicity and the BBC have already agreed to cover any significant 
milestones on the way to getting permission to erect a 40ft banana giraffe 
from my house.

Do I really expect to get a 40ft banana giraffe sticking out of my house? 
When we first came up with the idea I thought it’d be more of a joke but 
now I’m getting strangely set on seeing it through. Whatever happens, 
with the help of all the people involved and with publicity through Beating 
Bowel Cancer and Chris Evans who supports the charity, it’s sure to 
generate a lot of interest and hopefully donations.

I would hugely appreciate a response of any kind. 

I would even more hugely appreciate a response that included drawings and 
concepts.

I would even even more hugely appreciate you getting involved with this 
idea and helping to see it through in whatever way you can.

With many thanks,
Rachel Bown

I currently have a blog over at www.bananagiraffes.com where you can find 
some more information... and stuff.
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